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Leader Guide
P u r P o s e

The intent of this study is to explain five  

expectations of grace that Jesus has for His followers. 

L a y o u t

Kingdom Disciple is composed of five lessons.  

Each lesson contains clear scriptural teaching  

and practical discussion questions.  

s t r u c t u r e

This study is designed for a group setting.  

If you have a mid-size group, consider having  

members sit at tables with one leader per table. 

P r e P a r a t i o n

Ask each member to read the lesson before you meet.  

The leader should read through all five lessons and discussion  

questions before the first session. As you prepare, look at  

the material through the eyes of your group  

to anticipate potential questions.

t h e  s e s s i o n s 

Read aloud each lesson section by section  

(choose a “reader” for each lesson). Although members  

are expected to read the lesson in advance, re-reading the lesson 

together will be helpful. Discuss the questions at the end  

of each section. From start to finish, each lesson  

will require about 45-60 minutes.

t i m e t a b L e 

Jesus taught people, not lessons. If necessary,  

devote multiple sessions to one lesson.

T H E  O P E N  Y O U R  H E A R T          S E R I E S
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All four books are available at www.bible-study-lesson-plans.com. To learn more, read online what others say 
about these discipleship books. In addition, many free resources are available including our discipleship 

newsletter, small group leader training, devotions, Sunday school lessons, audio sermons and more. 

Visit our Website: w w w. b i b l e - s t u d y - l e s s o n - p l a n s . c o m

s t u d y 

4
Kingdom-Driven 

Discipleship
t

Why is it important  
to make disciples  

where you live, work  
and play? Have you ever 

considered your job as  
a kingdom assignment,  

or your office as a 
kingdom outpost? 

Kingdom-Driven 
Discipleship —Making 

Disciples in the Middle of 
the Harvest Field equips 
disciples to be disciple-
makers. This five-lesson 

study is excellent training 
for seasoned believers.

s t u d y 

3 
Kingdom  

Disciple
t

Is there a difference 
between a Christian and a 

follower of Jesus? What is a 
disciple? What does Jesus 
really expect? These are a 
few of the questions that 
are answered in Kingdom 

Disciple — Building Your 
Relationship with Jesus. This 

five-lesson study is not a 
new program about “doing 
discipleship.” It is a guide to 

create authentic disciples. 
Learn how to be the 

disciple Jesus expects  
you to be. 

s t u d y 

2 
What’s Missing  

Inside You?
t

Do you want to discover 
foundational principles for 

Christian living? What’s Missing 
Inside You? will benefit people at 

all stages of faith. This study 
answers two questions: What does 

Jesus have to do with me? and 
Does God have a plan for my life? 

Starting at square one, thirteen 
lessons explore important topics 

such as God’s existence, man’s 
purpose, forgiveness, temptation, 

the Holy Spirit, and much more. 
You will love the clear Scriptural 

teaching, practical application 
and over fifty real life stories. 

s t u d y 

1 
Bible  

Basics
t

Bible Basics is  
for those who  

don’t know  
what the Bible is 
…let alone what  
it’s all about. This  

study assumes no  
Bible knowledge or 

background. These six 
full color lessons 

identify fundamental 
truths about God, the 

Bible, Satan, Sin  
and Jesus.

If you can read it  
                    …you can lead it!

Kingdom
Disciple

o V e r V i e W

Kingdom disciple is designed to create 
authentic Jesus-followers. Learn how to 
be the disciple Jesus expects you to be.  

L e s s o n s

C o m E
Hearing Your Name

F o L L o W
Giving Up Everything

P R A Y
Relying on God

L o V E
Doing Good for Others

T R u S T
Letting Jesus Lead

Building your  
Relationship with Jesus 

2

1



Come
Hearing Your Name                 

Luke
1 9 : 1 - 1 0

Jesus entered Jericho and was 
passing through. A man was 
there by the name of Zacchaeus; 
he was a chief tax collector and 
was wealthy. He wanted to see 
who Jesus was, but being a short 
man he could not, because of the 
crowd. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to 
see him, since Jesus was coming 
that way. 

When Jesus reached the spot, he 
looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your 
house today.” So he came down 
at once and welcomed him 
gladly. All the people saw this 
and began to mutter, “He has 
gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’” 

But Zacchaeus stood up and said 
to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here 
and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I 
have cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four 
times the amount.” Jesus said to 
him, “Today salvation has come 
to this house, because this man, 
too, is a son of Abraham. For the 
Son of Man came to seek and to 
save what was lost.” 

C o n t i n u e s ➔

When I was in the 7th and 8th grades, I attended  

a very small church. It was so small that I was not just  

in the Jr. High class — I was the Jr. High class. For two  

years, my Sunday school class was just mr. Walters and me. 

Each week, I sat on one side of an eight foot table, and  

mr. Walters sat on the other side. mr. Walters began the class 

by taking the roll book and marking who was present.  

Then mr. Walters would look up and ask, “Who would like  

to have our opening prayer this morning?” I would jokingly 

reply, “Well, it’s probably my turn.” Following the prayer,  

mr. Walters expected me answer every question in  

that week’s lesson. At the end of the hour, he would  

close his Bible and ask, “Who would like to  

have our closing prayer this morning?” 

Looking back, I realize that my weekly 

experience with mr. Walters prepared me to 

follow Jesus. He seemed to understand that 

success in the Kingdom of God is not about 

size, but rather succession. Jesus modeled the 

same principle. Rather than trying to draw a 

crowd, he called twelve ordinary men and 

trained them to be his successors. To Jesus, 

success is succession.  

Are you ready to become a serious Jesus-

follower? The five lessons in this study will 

explain five expectations of grace that create 

authentic disciples of Jesus. These truths are 

personal and progressive. They are not rigid 

demands, but rather expectations of grace that 

will deepen your faith. 

The first expectation of grace is come. People 

come to Jesus because he invites them. The 

story of Zacchaeus helps us understand the life 

changing power of this personal invitation.

A  
Personal 
Encounter
“Zacchaeus, come...” These two words changed Zacchaeus 
forever. Jesus always notices those who are looking for him. 
Because he was a short man, Zaccheus climbed a tree in order 
to get a better look. When Jesus saw how determined Zaccheus 
was, he knew his heart was open. In effect, Jesus said, 
“Zacchaeus let’s get together at your house. We need to talk.”

When Jesus encountered Zachaeus, it was a moment of grace. 
Zacchaeus was not a respected member of his community. He 
was despised because of his job. As a chief tax collector, 
Zacchaeus worked for the Roman government at the expense of 
the Jewish people. Tax collectors became rich at the expense of 
the poor. He had the authority to take whatever he wanted. No 
doubt he was hated by most. Jesus however, was known to be a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners (matthew 11:19). Grace is 
treating people better than they deserve. This is how Jesus 
treated Zacchaeus. Those watching did not approve. But Jesus 
loved Zacchaeus regardless. Jesus came to Zaccheus so that 
Zaccheus would come to him. “Come,” is an invitation to 
experience God’s grace.

Jesus looks beyond what we are and sees what we can be. When 
Jesus says, “Come to me,” it is a personal encounter with a living 
and loving God. It means that Jesus loves us and is inviting us to 
come to him just as we are. To come is the first expectation of 
grace. Coming just as we are is the foundation of our 
relationship with Jesus. 

It is impossible to exaggerate the importance of this spiritual 
principle. There is a vast difference between joining a church 
and hearing Jesus call your name. But when someone hears 
Jesus call their name, everything changes. I know a man who 
read the Bible for years, but viewed it as mere information. Then, 
one day he said, “Something changed. more than a book, the 
Bible suddenly felt like a voice from heaven speaking directly to 
my heart.” What happened to this man is what happened to 
Zacchaeus. He had a personal encounter with Jesus. Through 
the scriptures, he heard Jesus call his name. 

What if Jesus is speaking to you right here,  
right now? He is. Can you hear his voice? Jesus promised, 
“My sheep listen to my voice. I know them and they follow 
me” (John 10:27). Are you listening? Jesus is  
calling you today. “Come to me!”  

H
Let’s Talk 
About It

L e s s o n1 Kingdom Disciple: Building your Relationship with Jesus 4
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The story of Zacchaeus is a beautiful picture of 
undeserved grace and life transformation. 

Repent and believe was the central theme of 
Jesus’ public teaching. The time has come. The 
Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the 
good news (mark 1:15). As a guest in the house 
of Zacchaeus, we can confidently assume that 
in private, Jesus delivered a similar message. He 
let Zacchaeus know that a life of cheating 
others was wrong. Zacchaeus needed to get 
right with God.

Clearly, Zacchaeus was convicted and 
understood what Jesus expected. He made a 
bold announcement that must have shocked 
those who heard: “Look, Lord! Here and now I 
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I 
have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay 
back four times the amount” (Luke 19:8). Jesus’ 
response was proof that Zacchaeus’ repentance 
was real. “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save what 
was lost” (Luke 19:9-10).

Because of Jesus, Zacchaeus became a new 
person. Zacchaeus did not change his ways in 
order to get saved. His actions simply revealed 
a genuine encounter with the grace of God. The 
ripple effect was tremendous. Think of what 
took place in Jericho when its wealthiest tax 
collector gave generously to the poor and paid 
back those he had cheated. Changed people 
change communities. That’s the power of grace.

H
Let’s Talk 
About It To grow  

and develop 

physically, there  

is something more 

vital than food 

and clothing.  

An infant must 

hear a human 

voice. To grow  

and develop 

spiritually,  

a weekly routine 

of Sunday services 

and classes is  

not enough.  

We too must hear 

a voice. We must 

hear Jesus say,  

“Come to me.”  

It’s the invitation  

that changes 

everything.

❝❞
The Last Word

Dr. James Dobson tells the story of  

King Frederick II, who in the 13th century 

conducted an experiment that involved fifty 

infants. The purpose of the experiment was to 

discover what language a baby would speak if the 

baby never heard a spoken word. The infants were 

assigned foster mothers. These care givers were 

permitted to bathe and feed the infants, but not to 

touch them or talk to them. The experiment failed 

dramatically. The outcome was heartbreaking 

because all fifty babies died.2 

Final Wrap
What idea from this lesson 

spoke most personally  

to you?

Words alone don’t change 
people. It takes supernatural 
power to change human 
nature. David Platt tells the 
story of an old preaching 
professor who used to take his 
students to a cemetery every 
semester. overlooking dozens 
of headstones, he would ask 
his students in all sincerity to 
preach a sermon over the 
graves and call people from 
the ground to rise up and live. 
With some embarrassment, 
the students would try. of 
course, one by one they would 
fail. The professor would then 
look at his students and 
remind them of a core spiritual 
truth: “People are spiritually 
dead, just as those corpses in 
the cemetery are physically 
dead. only words from God 
can bring them to spiritual 
life.” 1 

No one can save himself. 
Only Jesus has the power to 
save and transform.

1. David Platt, Radical, 2010,  
Multnomah Books

2. James Dobson, The New Dare to Discipline, 
1970, 1992, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

C o n t i n u e d ➔ A Life Changing  
Encounter
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Giving Up Everything                 
Follow

Peggy and I were married on August 18, 1973, in Sciota, Illinois 

(population 100). The temperature was 98 degrees that day and there 

was no air conditioning in the church building. I think we were both in 

the 9th grade. Actually we were both 20, but I was still in the 9th 

grade. The ceremony was traditional: preacher, bridesmaids, 

groomsmen, flowers, music and candles. At the appropriate moment, 

the audience stood and Peggy walked down the aisle. Except for 

today, I can’t remember when she looked more beautiful. 

marriage changes everything. It is the start of something new and 

different. Before the ceremony, Peggy and I were single. Afterward, we 

were a united couple. We belonged to each other. From that moment 

we had no separate existence. 

The covenant relationship we entered was 

not a temporary contract. our vows put 

everything on the table. In effect we said to 

each other, “Everything I have is yours.” 

Similar to marriage, a disciple has a 

covenant relationship with Jesus. That is 

why the Bible refers to the church as the 

“bride of Christ.” The basis of this 

relationship is the blood Jesus shed for us 

on the cross. Through his death, Jesus was 

in effect saying, “Everything I have is yours.” 

When we choose to follow Jesus we pledge 

everything to him. A disciple belongs to 

Jesus. We are not our own. We have no 

separate existence.

Discipleship is about becoming one with 

Jesus. Like marriage, Jesus wants a 

relationship that is exclusive to him. To 

follow is an expectation of grace that Jesus 

has for his disciples. It involves loyalty and 

endurance. The words of Jesus in Luke 14 

explain the importance of putting 

everything on the table.

C o n t i n u e s ➔

Luke
1 4 : 2 5 - 3 3

Large crowds were traveling 
with Jesus, and turning to 
them he said: “If anyone comes 
to me and does not hate his 
father and mother, his wife and 
children, his brothers and 
sisters—yes, even his own 
life—he cannot be my disciple. 
And anyone who does not 
carry his cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple.”

“Suppose one of you wants to 
build a tower. Will he not first 
sit down and estimate the cost 
to see if he has enough money 
to complete it? For if he lays 
the foundation and is not able 
to finish it, everyone who sees 
it will ridicule him, saying, ‘This 
fellow began to build and was 
not able to finish.’” 

“Or suppose a king is about to 
go to war against another king. 
Will he not first sit down and 
consider whether he is able 
with ten thousand men to 
oppose the one coming 
against him with twenty 
thousand?  If he is not able, he 
will send a delegation while 
the other is still a long way off 
and will ask for terms of peace. 
In the same way, any of you 
who does not give up 
everything he has cannot be 
my disciple.”

In Luke 14:26-27, Jesus confronts the reality of competing 
loyalties. He expects our loyalty to him to be greater than our 
loyalty to others – even family members and ourselves. The 
image of carrying our cross powerfully depicts the kind of 
radical loyalty Jesus requires. A man hanging on a cross has 
made no further plans. Likewise, followers of Jesus have lost 
their lives to follow Christ. 

our Lord’s words are hard to receive because there is a spirit of 
resistance within every disciple. Jesus calls this part of us our 
“self.”  The self-life is all of our natural instincts and common 
sense apart from God. our self possesses an independent 
approach to life. our ways are not naturally God’s ways, 
neither are our thoughts naturally God’s thoughts (Isaiah 
55:8-9). Acceptance is not approval. Just because Jesus 
accepts us just as we are, does not mean he approves of 
everything we think and do. The self-life is full of beliefs, 
behaviors and ambitions that do not conform to following 
Jesus. Self must be dethroned.   

The apostle Peter revealed his own “common sense without 
God” when Jesus first predicted his death and resurrection. 
When Peter heard Jesus explain God’s redemptive plan, he 
took him aside and rebuked him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This 
will never happen to you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not 
have in mind the things of God, but the things of men” (matthew 
16:22-23). Peter assumed that he was right and Jesus was 
wrong. To Peter’s natural instincts, the notion of Jesus dying 
just didn’t make sense. 

A. W. Tozer puts it this way: “Because man is born a rebel, he is 
unaware that he is one. His constant assertion of self appears 
to him a perfectly normal thing. He is willing to share himself, 
sometimes even to sacrifice himself for a desired end, but 
never to dethrone himself. No matter how far down the scale 
of social acceptance he may slide, he is still in his own eyes a 
king on a throne, and no one, not even God, can take that 
throne from him. The only instrument that can deal with our 
self-life is the cross.” 1 

We dethrone self when we obey God’s commands even 
when they don’t make sense. We dethrone self when we 
value pleasing Jesus over pleasing others. We dethrone 
self when we give Jesus our future plans. His plan may not 
be our plan, but Jesus knows what he’s doing. Follow him.

H
Let’s Talk 
About It

Dethrone Self
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AP Images, Ron Edmonds

Finish What  
You Start

C o n t i n u e d ➔

Following Jesus may involve hardships. We 
must realize this upfront. Jesus wants his 
followers to endure and refuse to quit when 
the going gets tough. To illustrate this 
important principle, Jesus describes a business 
man and a king (Luke 14:28-32). In the first 
example Jesus states the obvious. There is a 
financial cost associated with any business 
decision.  A business man would never start a 
building project unless he was sure he had the 
money to finish the job. To begin and not finish 
would be shortsighted and bring ridicule from 
others. 

The second example is about a king going to 
war. A wise king would size up the military 
strength of his enemy before the war begins. If 
a king was so outnumbered that there is no 
way to win, the solution would be to negotiate 
a peace treaty. A king would never start a war 
that he knew he could not win.   

In the 1968 mexico City olympics, a marathon 
runner from Tanzania, entered the stadium 
more than one hour after the winner had 
crossed the finish line. Evening was setting in 
and the stadium was practically empty. But 
suddenly, a reporter looked up and said, “Hey, 
it’s the last runner in the marathon.” 

With a bloody and bandaged leg, and wincing 
with pain at every step, John Stephen Akhwari 
entered the stadium for the final lap. As he 
made his way around the track, the cheering 
grew louder and louder. He was running so 
slow, it seemed to last forever, but finally he 

H
Let’s Talk 
About It

When you are  

forced to choose  

between Jesus and  

your 401(k), the question 

of what you are willing  

to give up takes on new 

meaning. Sherron Watkins 

belonged to another.  

As a Christ-follower,  

she had no separate 

existence. Her confidence 

in God gave her the 

strength to put everything 

on the table. In Jesus, 

Sherron Watkins had 

found a treasure  

the world did not 

understand.

❝❞
The Last Word

Enron Corporation was an American energy  

company based in Houston, Texas. Before its bankruptcy  

in 2001, Enron employed 22,000 and claimed revenues  

of nearly $101 billion in 2000. Fortune named Enron 

“America’s Most Innovative Company” for six consecutive 

years. At the end of 2001, it was revealed that it’s reported 

financial condition was sustained by accounting fraud. 

While the reputation of nearly all of Enron’s senior 

management was tarnished, Sherron Watkins,  

an Enron vice president, was a notable exception.

When Watkins first learned about the questionable 

accounting practices, she was afraid to confront senior 

management. But after talking with a friend, her mother,  

her pastor and the people in her Bible study group,  

she drafted a six-page memo to Enron CEO Kenneth Lay.  

In it she expressed her concern that the company would 

implode in a wave of accounting scandals. She went further, 

even calling Enron a crooked company with profits that  

were nothing but an elaborate hoax. Unlike other Enron 

executives, Sherron Watkins refused to use her insider 

knowledge for personal gain. Despite seeing the  

company falling apart, she never sold her stock.
Final Wrap
What idea from this lesson 

spoke most personally to 

you?

hobbled across the finish line 
and the crowd roared as if he 
had been the winner. 
Afterward, he was asked why 
he endured the pain and why, 
since there was no chance of 
winning, didn’t he simply retire 
from the race. Akhwari seemed 
perplexed at the question. 
Then he simply replied, “I don’t 
think you understand. my 
country did not send me to 
mexico City to start the race. 
They sent me to finish it.”

Only God knows what he will 
require of us in the future. 
We can face the uncertainty 
of tomorrow because the 
one who calls us is faithful. 
God never changes. Jesus is 
the same yesterday and 
today and forever (Hebrews 
13:8). He will never leave us 
or forsake us. God’s 
promises inspire confidence 
and enable us to remain 
faithful to the end. Jesus 
didn’t call us to start the 
Christian life – he called us to 
finish it.  

1. A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy,  
1961, HarperCollins Publishers
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Relying On God
Pray Luke 

1 1 : 1 - 1 3

One day Jesus was praying in a certain 
place. When he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 
pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 
He said to them, “When you pray, say: 
Father, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come. Give us each day our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we 
also forgive everyone who sins against 
us. And lead us not into temptation.” 

Then he said to them, “Suppose one of 
you has a friend, and he goes to him at 
midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me 
three loaves of bread, because a friend 
of mine on a journey has come to me, 
and I have nothing to set before him.’ 
Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t 
bother me. The door is already locked, 
and my children are with me in bed. I 
can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell 
you, though he will not get up and give 
him the bread because he is his friend, 
yet because of the man’s boldness he 
will get up and give him as much as he 
needs. 

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given 
to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you.  For 
everyone who asks receives; he who 
seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the 
door will be opened.” 

“Which of you fathers, if your son asks 
for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 
Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? If you then, though you are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!” 

The Privilege  
is Ours
There was something different about the way Jesus related 
to God. The disciples noticed this and sensed that it had to 
do with his prayer life. With a confident awareness of God’s 
presence, Jesus freely approached his Father at anytime with 
any need. The same privilege is ours. Heaven is always open. 
God is always listening. Jesus wants his followers to learn 
how to relate to God like he did.

Initially, the disciples learned the importance of prayer by 
observing the amount of time Jesus devoted to it. In Luke 
11, Jesus gave his disciples a pattern for what it means to 
live in communion with God. His goal was not to merely give 
the disciples words to memorize, but rather to show them a 
framework for how to live life with God. The prayer Jesus 
taught gives us a clear vision of who God is and what he is 
like. It teaches us a new way to look at life. Here is a 
summary: 

The creator of heaven and earth is not an impersonal force. 
He is an intimate, loving father (the word father literally 
means daddy). He is very close to us, yet very different. 
Because there is no one like God, only his name is holy and 
worthy of honor. our father is also a king with a kingdom. 
The reign of God will breakthrough into your world if you 
invite him to come. To experience his kingdom right here, 
right now, is what life with God is all about. We need God to 
sustain us each day. He opens his hand and meets every 
human need. Finally, the Lord imparts strength to fight the 
enemy of our souls. When facing any temptation God is 
faithful. He always provides a way out. 

To further enlarge our vision of God’s goodness, Jesus asks 
us to imagine a scene in which a person must provide for an 
unexpected visitor at the last minute. Because the man 
doesn’t have enough food, he wakes up a friend in the 
middle of the night to ask for bread. The friend’s initial 
response is “don’t bother me,” but because of the man’s 
insistence he eventually gives him as much as he needs. 

The meaning of this story is personal and powerful. 
When you pray, never assume that God is being 
bothered by your requests. Don’t ever think that you are 
imposing. Our prayers never wake God up. Whatever the 
need, call on the name of the Lord. Boldly approach the 
throne of grace. That is the privilege of being child of 
God. When we ask, God will answer. When we seek, God 
will bless. When we knock, God will open the door. 
Heaven is always open. The privilege of prayer is that we 
can engage immediately and directly with the one who 
sees and cares about our situation. 

H
Let’s Talk 
About It

A friend told me about a memorable family dinner. During their evening 

meal, his two-year-old daughter wanted to butter her own bread. She 

picked up a dinner knife and reached across the table for the stick of 

butter which had just been removed from the refrigerator. Her father saw 

where this was headed and tried to help her. The self-determined child 

rejected his interference and insisted, “I want to do it myself.”

The butter was hard as rock. Nevertheless, the little girl managed to put a 

large piece of butter in the middle her bread. Her repeated attempts to 

spread the butter around quickly made a big hole. To no one’s surprise, 

she soon found herself staring at a plate full of shredded bread and 

chunks of butter. upon reviewing the mess she had made, she turned to 

her father and said, “Daddy, will you do it?”

It’s easy to divide life into two groups: things we can do by ourselves and 

things that require God’s help. 

often, the idea of relying on God never enters 

our minds until something goes wrong. A lack 

of praying exposes the “I can do it myself” spirit. 

our prayers immediately and directly engage 

the living God. Whatever we are not praying 

about we are doing ourselves. This explains why 

prayer is an expectation of grace that Jesus has 

for his followers. Prayer teaches dependence. 

Relying on God is saying, “Daddy will you do it?”

In Luke 11, Jesus taught his disciples what is 

commonly known as “The Lord’s Prayer.” The way 

we pray is directly tied to the way we see God. 

That is why Jesus gave us a preformed set of 

words that would gently correct our distorted 

concepts of God. These phrases are like the 

framing of a house. It is a basic outline for how 

to look at God, ourselves and spiritual warfare. 

The most important thing about us is 

something no one else will ever see — our 

hidden communion with God; when in prayer 

we join our spirit with the Spirit of God. Andrew 

murray writes, “The disciples never asked Jesus 

to teach them how to preach, only how to pray. 

To know how to speak to God is more important 

than knowing how to speak to man.”1  

C o n t i n u e s ➔
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AY

The Power is HisC o n t i n u e d ➔

Jesus devoted himself to prayer: But Jesus often 
withdrew to lonely places and prayed (Luke 5:16). 
One of those days Jesus went out to a 
mountainside to pray, and spent the night 
praying to God (Luke 6:12). During the days of 
Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who 
could save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission (Hebrews 5:7). 
Jesus knew how to ask and receive from God. 

There was a vital link between Jesus’ prayer life 
and the demonstration of the Spirit’s power. 
Despite his holy life, Jesus did not begin his 
public ministry until he received a fresh 
anointing from above. As he was praying, 
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form like a dove (Luke 
3:21-22). Following forty days of temptation 
and solitude in the wilderness, Jesus returned to 
Galilee in the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:14). 
Shortly after he withdrew to pray, the power of 
the Lord was present for him to heal the sick (Luke 
5:16-17). Perhaps the disciples did not fully 
comprehend the connection between his 
public miracles and the power of prayer. Now 
Jesus makes it clear. 

In Luke 11:11-13, Jesus compares an earthly 
father to his heavenly Father. In short, he says 
that if an imperfect father would give good 
gifts to his children, a perfect father would give 
even greater things. For those who ask, God will 
give the greatest gift of all — the presence of 
his own Spirit. At this juncture, Jesus was 
revealing the source of his power. When Jesus 
prayed, his Father enabled him by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Praying connects our hearts with the power of 
God. This power does not come from ourselves, 
it is power from on high (Luke 24:49). The 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit is 
indispensible to advancing God’s kingdom. our 
total dependence makes prayer the primary 

H
Let’s Talk 
About It

Spurgeon  

worked tirelessly  

to do his best.  

But human effort  

and personal  

motivation  

are not enough.  

It is foolish to think  

that training, skill  

and experience  

can be an alternative  

to God’s power.  

The kingdom of  

God works through  

human hands but  

not by human hands.  

The privilege is ours.  

The power is His.  

❝❞
The Last Word

In 1854, the New Park Street Church in London called  

a nineteen-year-old preacher to be their next pastor. His name  

was Charles Spurgeon. At that time there were 232 members.  

On Spurgeon’s first Sunday, 82 were present. But the evidence of  

God’s blessing was obvious. Within one year they were forced to move  

to another facility so their church building could be expanded.  

Three years later they temporarily moved to the City Music Hall  

where Spurgeon preached to thousands each Sunday. In 1861,  

the congregation moved into the Metropolitan Tabernacle  

where the attendance averaged between five  

and six thousand each week. 

In the first decade the church recorded 3,569 baptisms.  

By the end of his entire thirty-eight year ministry, 14,460 were added  

to the church. It was not uncommon for Spurgeon to preach 10 times  

per week. During his lifetime, it is estimated that he preached  

to more than ten million people. In one service in 1879,  

there were so many people standing outside the building  

waiting to come in that he dismissed the regular  

congregation so newcomers could have a seat.

Spurgeon’s accomplishments were amazing. He began a pastor’s  

college and trained nearly 900 men. His sermons sold 25,000 copies  

each week and were translated into more than twenty languages. His book, 

All of Grace, is still the all-time best seller for Moody Press. But what’s  

even more significant is how Spurgeon explained his success. On one  

occasion he was asked, “Mr. Spurgeon, what is your secret?”  

He simply replied, “My people pray for me.” 2

Final Wrap
What idea from this lesson 

spoke most personally  

to you?

work of God’s people. Jesus 
promised that the very presence 
of God himself is available to 
those who ask.

“The hand of the Lord” is a 
common phrase used 
throughout the Bible to 
describe God’s presence and 
power. It was used by moses, 
David, Ezra and Nehemiah. Eight 
times Ezekiel reports that the 
hand of the Lord was upon him. 
The hand of the Lord was with 
John the Baptist (Luke 1:66). The 
church in Antioch grew mightily 
because the Lord’s hand was 
with them (Acts 11:21).

one of the most important 
issues we face as Christ-
followers in the twenty-first 
century is the question of how 
much do we rely on the 
supernatural power of God. Is 
the success of your life based on 
your education, money and 
hard work? When was the last 
time your circumstances were 
so desperate that you cried out 
for more of God’s Spirit? What 
decisions are you facing that 
require God’s guidance? The 
gracious hand of our God is on 
everyone who looks to him (Ezra 
8:22). 

Whatever we are not praying 
about we are doing ourselves. 
Go to the throne of grace and 
ask. Every problem is the 
same size to God. Nothing is 
impossible. 

1. Andrew Murray, With Christ in the School of Prayer,  
1981, Whitaker House 

2. Arturo G. Azurdia III, Spirit Empowered Preaching,  
2003, Christian Focus Publications
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Doing Good For Others                 
Love

In the movie Chariots of Fire, Eric Liddell tells his sister, “I believe God 

made me fast, and when I run I feel his pleasure.” Eric went on to win the 

Gold medal in the 400 meters at the 1924 Paris olympics. But God 

created Eric for another race. Eric announced that he would spend the 

second half of his life following in the footsteps of his Presbyterian 

parents, who were missionaries to China.   

Eric Liddell was born in 1902 in the city of Tianjin, China and to this day is 

revered in that country. The honor he receives is not just because he was 

the first person born in China to win an olympic medal, but because he 

suffered along with those who were put in Japanese PoW camps during 

WW II. In the prison camp, Eric is remembered for teaching his fellow 

prisoners how to forgive the Japanese. He is remembered for helping the 

sick and sharing his food. 

When he found a boy with no shoes in the cold 

winter, Eric gave him his own shoes. And not just 

any shoes — the very same running shoes he 

used in the olympics. 

Near the end of the war, Winston Churchill 

negotiated a prisoner exchange on Eric’s behalf. 

Eric refused to be exchanged and gave his place 

to a pregnant woman. Eric remained behind so 

he could serve the other prisoners. He died in the 

camp in 1945. Eric’s house in Tianjin is protected 

by the Chinese Government as a building of 

historical significance. At the former PoW camp 

stands a stone monument in his honor.

The way we show our love for God is by loving 

people. In the olympics Eric was known for his 

running. In China he was known for his love. 

Learning to love is an expectation of grace that 

Jesus has for his followers. our love is the way 

the world knows that we are Christ’s disciples. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10 

highlights Jesus’ priority of caring for the 

neglected. It is that kind of love that Jesus wants 

his followers to imitate.

Luke 
1 0 : 2 5 - 3 7

On one occasion an expert in the  
law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,”  
he asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” “What is written in the 
Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

He answered: “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all 
your mind; and, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” “You have answered correctly,” 
Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
But he wanted to justify himself, so he 
asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

In reply Jesus said: “A man was  
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he fell into the hands of robbers. 
They stripped him of his clothes, beat 
him and went away, leaving him half 
dead. A priest happened to be going 
down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. 
So too, a Levite, when he came to  
the place and saw him, passed  
by on the other side.

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw 
him, he took pity on him. He went to 
him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on 
his own donkey, took him to an inn and 
took care of him. The next day he took 
out two silver coins and gave them to 
the innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, 
“and when I return, I will reimburse you 
for any extra expense you may have.” 

“Which of these three do you think  
was a neighbor to the man who fell into 
the hands of robbers?” The expert in the 
law replied, “The one who had mercy  
on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and  
do likewise.” 

C o n t i n u e s ➔

Tangible Love
Even a child can understand the meaning of this story. An 
ordinary Jew was beaten and robbed. A priest and Levite saw 
the man in distress, yet ignored him. The true neighbor was a 
Samaritan. Since the Jews hated the Samaritans, this fact 
must have made the expert cringe. The Samaritans were 
Jews who intermarried with the descendents from Assyria. 
The “pure” Jews viewed Samaritans as enemies. The two 
groups did not mix.  

The Samaritan overlooked the social, cultural and racial 
differences. He invested time, energy and money to help the 
man recover. The implications of this story make us all 
uncomfortable. This parable widens the scope and definition 
of the word neighbor. It includes any person we encounter 
regardless of race, religion or economic status.  

As followers of Jesus, our goal is to be like him. Jesus loved 
people regardless of their condition or response. Both his 
friends and enemies received mercy. He ate with tax 
collectors and sinners as well as supportive friends such as 
mary and martha. At a public gathering, he allowed a 
prostitute to kiss his feet. He was accused of being a glutton 
and drunkard because they were his friends. He touched 
lepers and those who were demon possessed.     

The way we treat people is directly linked to the way we see 
them. While others see a problem, Jesus sees people. In 
matthew 25, Jesus describes a day when he will gather all 
the nations before him and separate everyone into two 
groups — some to the right, and others to the left. Jesus will 
commend those on his right because when they saw people 
in need, they saw him. Basically, he told them that when he 
was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, in need of clothes, sick or in 
prison, they saw his need and helped him. The people said, 
“Lord, when did we help you?” Jesus replied, “Whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” 
(matthew 25:40). When we look after another human being, 
we have the privilege of caring for Jesus himself.

The kingdom of God must be tangible; it must be 
demonstrated. The well-known Christian musician, Ken 
Medema, wrote a song that said, “Don’t tell me I have a 
friend in Jesus, until I have a friend in you.” Will we accept 
the inconvenience that comes with loving the people 
God allows to cross our paths? Will we be gracious and 
non-judgmental when we find someone in trouble? 
There will always be a reason to not get involved. When 
you see a human face, see the face of Christ. 

H
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LO
VE

C o n t i n u e d ➔ Divine Power
What gave Jesus the power to love? Why was 
Jesus able to heal the sick, forgive sinners and 
embrace enemies? The short answer is that God 
was with him. His Father’s love gave Jesus the 
security and freedom to focus on the needs of 
others. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and power, and he went around doing 
good and healing all who were under the power 
of the devil, because God was with him (Acts 
10:38). The power of the Holy Spirit was behind 
his loving deeds.   

Jesus is the ultimate Good Samaritan. But 
physical suffering is only part of the human 
condition. The heart of every person is to some 
degree under the control of Satan and sin. To 
meet the needs of the whole person, Jesus 
came to save us from our sins. He addressed 
our separation from God. Jesus once forgave a 
paralyzed man and then said, “Get up, take your 
mat and walk” (mark 2:9). He asked those 
present, “Which is easier — to heal or forgive?” 
It takes divine power to do both. 

michael Frost tells the story about Abraham 
Hang, a church leader in Cambodia. In the city 
of Phnom Penh, hundreds of squatter huts were 
erected near a river that flowed through the 
city. These shacks, which were originally sitting 
on bamboo stilts, were demolished by the 
military. The residents were evicted and forced 
to live in a swampland outside the city limits. 
Their new slum was a breeding ground for 
mosquitoes and disease. Sensing the call of 
God, Abraham and his wife decided to move 
there to address the poverty and desperation 
within the resettlement village. 

Abraham asked God to show him how to 
demonstrate to the love of Christ. He wanted to 
let the people get a taste of the ultimate power 
and reign of God. He hoped to give them a 
glimpse of the world to come — a world where 

H
Let’s Talk 
About It

What Dave  

perceived as  

a stranger’s  

invitation to a 

wedding, God saw  

as an opportunity  

to seize a divine 

moment. Eventually, 

God used Dave to 

bring Ron to faith  

in Jesus. 

❝❞
The Last Word

Dave was a truck driver for UPS. His encounters with other people 

 on his route might be described as drive-by relationships. But in spite of these 

conditions, Dave discovered that his influence in the life of one person was more 

profound than he could ever imagine. Ron was a gas station attendant on Dave’s 

route. Every day, no matter where Dave parked his truck, Ron would find him and  

talk to him. Whether Dave was in the cab, writing up packages, or loading  

them on his handcart, Ron would follow him. He was a nice guy, but  

he slowed Dave down (the very thing no UPS driver wants).

One afternoon, Ron handed Dave a white envelope and asked him  

to open it immediately. It turned out to be an invitation to Ron’s wedding.  

Dave thanked him for the invitation, but purposely avoided answering him on  

the spot. For the next three weeks, the only thing Ron wanted to talk about was  

whether Dave was planning to come to the wedding. Dave finally checked his calendar 

and discovered that he had a conflict. The next day Dave planned to tell Ron the bad 

news. But as Dave started to say, ‘no,’ he opened his mouth and said, “Yes, of course I’m 

coming to your wedding.” Ron’s face lit up like a Roman candle. He ran back to his gas 

station and Dave just stood there not believing what he had just committed to.

On the day of the wedding, Dave forgot to get a card or a gift.  

So, he grabbed his video camera and a blank tape and figured he would videotape 

something at the wedding and give it to Ron as a stand-in gift. After the ceremony,  

Ron saw Dave heading to his car. “Dave, you’re coming to the reception, aren’t you?”  

Dave sheepishly replied, “Of course. I’m just dropping off my equipment. I’ll see  

you there.” Dave had just committed himself to another two hours.

While Dave was videotaping the reception, different people rose to give  

toasts to Ron and his bride. Eventually, Ron himself stood. Looking straight  

into the camera Dave was holding, Ron wanted to thank his best friend for being  

a part of the wedding that day. As Dave moved in for the close-up, Ron said, “I’d like 

you all to meet my best friend, Dave.” As every head turned around to look,  

Dave suddenly realized that Ron saw him as a very important person,  

and he saw Ron as the guy who slowed down his day.3

  

Final Wrap
What idea from this lesson 

spoke most personally  

to you?

there would be no tears, pain 
and death. The first thing the 
Lord told him to do was dry out 
the swampland. With the help 
of other Christians from the 
area, deep trenches were dug 
to drain away the water left 
during the wet season. The land 
soon dried out and made life 
more bearable. Next, he then 
arranged for Christian doctors 
and dentists to bring mobile 
clinics to the village. 

Abraham then started a 
preschool and a grade school. 
Because so many of the people 
had come to trust in Jesus, he 
started a church in the slum. 
Then he found the funding 
through a local missionary to 
build hundreds of thatch–roof 
houses to replace the shacks in 
which the people lived. Public 
transportation costs made it 
impossible for the men of the 
village to get into the city to 
look for day jobs as menial 
laborers. Abraham raised the 
money to buy a truck in order 
to drive them there and back 
each morning and evening. 
one day, Abraham was asked 
what inspired him. Where did 
he get the ideas for 
demonstrating the love and 
power of Jesus in this way? He 
calmly replied, “my inspiration 
came from matthew, Luke and 
the book of Acts.” 2 

1. Mark Harris, The Flying Man, November-December  
2008, Mission Frontiers

2. Michael Frost, The Road to Missional,  
2011, Baker Books

3. Erwin Raphael McManus, Seizing Your Divine Moment,  
2002, Thomas Nelson
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Letting Jesus Lead                 
Trust

John 
2 1 : 1 5 - 2 2

When they had finished eating, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon 
son of John, do you truly love me 
more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he 
said, “you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again 
Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do 
you truly love me?” He answered, 
“Yes, Lord, you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my 
sheep.” The third time he said to 
him, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter was hurt because 
Jesus asked him the third time, 
“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know 
that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. I tell 
you the truth, when you were 
younger you dressed yourself and 
went where you wanted; but when 
you are old you will stretch out 
your hands, and someone else will 
dress you and lead you where you 
do not want to go.” Jesus said this 
to indicate the kind of death by 
which Peter would glorify God. 
Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

Peter turned and saw that the 
disciple whom Jesus loved was 
following them. (This was the one 
who had leaned back against 
Jesus at the supper and had said, 
“Lord, who is going to betray 
you?”) When Peter saw him, he 
asked, “Lord, what about him?” 
Jesus answered, “If I want him to 
remain alive until I return, what is 
that to you? You must follow me.” 

C o n t i n u e s ➔

matthew Barnett used to see a fifteen story building called the 

Queen of Angels Hospital. Today, he sees the Dream Center, home to 

over 200 outreach ministries serving as a sign of hope and help to 

the people in inner city L.A. The center offers a mobile medical unit, 

job skills training, bus ministries for at-risk kids, recovery and 

discipleship programs for ex-drug addicts, housing for the homeless, 

and much more.

But this was not his original dream. At the age of 20, matthew 

Barnett, son of the mega-church pastor Tommy Barnett, had his own 

vision for the church he served. “At first I had the dream of preaching 

like my dad to tens of thousands of people. I had success manuals on 

my shelves and sayings on my walls. But when I came to Bethel 

Temple, the church shrank from 18 people down to virtually nothing. 

I just wept.” This was matthew’s turning point. 

God told Barnett to walk around the 

neighborhood. God showed him criminals, 

youth gang members and all the need in 

that place. God spoke to his heart: “I want 

you never again to think about the word 

success. I want you to die to your dream of 

being a success and live to the dream of 

being a blessing. I want you to fall in love 

with serving people, and let me build the 

church.” 

Great disappointment often leads us to trust 

God more deeply. Trust is an expectation of 

grace that Jesus has for his followers because 

when we trust God we release control. In our 

relationship with Christ, it is often easier to 

confess past sins than to surrender future 

plans.   

John 21 records an episode where some of 

Jesus’ disciples had spent all night fishing, 

but in the end, caught nothing. Jesus told 

them to try fishing on the other side of the 

boat. By following his advice, they caught so 

many fish that they were unable to haul in 

the net. After breakfast, Jesus and Peter 

discussed the future. Read the rest of the 

story yourself, beginning at verse 15.

First Things First
Before his crucifixion, Jesus correctly predicted that all of the 
disciples would desert him (mark 14:27-31). Peter insisted that even 
if he had to die with Jesus, he would never disown him. As it turned 
out, Peter did the very thing he said would never do. Now what? 
Was the Lord done with Peter? No. 

Jesus still believed in Peter. Grace gives people another chance. 
Jesus did not want Peter to live the rest of his life in chronic regret. 
He wanted to replace Peter’s failure with a fresh start. on the day the 
church was born, the Holy Spirit would use Peter to preach the first 
gospel message. His future would involve feeding and caring for 
God’s people. But these future responsibilities were secondary to 
what was most important to Jesus right now. “Peter do you truly 
love me?” 

Why did Jesus ask Peter to reaffirm his love three times? Since the 
text does not tell us we are required to use our respectful 
imagination. Was it because Peter had denied him three times? That 
may be a partial answer. It’s easy to forget that our relationship with 
Jesus is more important than what we do for Jesus. In short, Jesus 
wanted Peter to put first things first. Restoring their relationship was 
job one. Jesus wanted to know if he still had Peter’s heart and trust. 

We often hear that God wants to use us to accomplish great things 
for his kingdom. In churches across America, sermons are preached 
each Sunday on the importance of completing the great 
commission. We are told that our lives will have greater meaning if 
we devote more time to God’s work in the world. over time, we may 
unconsciously conclude that what matters most is what we 
accomplish for God. None of us would dismiss the incredible 
importance of God’s mission and our particular calling within it. 
There are literally hundreds of Bible verses that support the priority 
of living for God. But there is a vast difference between our 
relationship with Christ and what we do for Christ. The danger is 
putting Christ’s mission ahead of Christ himself. When that happens, 
we easily become driven by the fear that we are not doing enough 
for God. 

In the Bible, the people we admire most were best known for simply 
walking with God (Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, moses, Joshua, 
David, just to name a few). Although they may have completed 
some grand objective, their achievement did not determine their 
worth to God. 

Our value and significance are not rooted in what we 
accomplish for God. No matter where Jesus leads us, now 
matter what he calls us to do, our relationship with him comes 
first. The mission is important but not the first priority. Our 
treasure is Jesus. Have you neglected your first love? Like Peter, 
perhaps it’s time for you to put first things first.
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T
Stay In your LaneC o n t i n u e d ➔

Contentment is found by humbly accepting the 
life Jesus gives you. In John 21, Peter began to 
learn this lesson. Jesus told him that from now 
on, someone else would be in charge of his life. 
Jesus described Peter’s life in two segments: the 
younger years and the older years. The 
difference between these two stages of Peter’s 
life was the leader. In Peter’s younger years, he 
led himself. He pretty much did what he 
wanted to do. But from now on, someone else 
would lead. I’m sure Peter sensed that Jesus 
was that “someone else.” In effect, Jesus was 
saying that Peter could trust his leadership. 
Then Jesus invited Peter to do what every 
disciple is expected to do: Follow him. 

Peter was greatly relieved to know that his past 
failures did not eliminate him from being used 
by God. But he had one more question. “Lord, 
what about him?” Peter wanted to know what 
would happen to John. Jesus’ reply was very 
direct. Basically, he said, “Don’t worry about 
John. What I do with him is none of your 
business. Stay in your lane and follow me.”

one of our greatest temptations is to compare 
ourselves with other people. Although we may 
not say the words aloud, it is easy to look at 
someone and think, “Lord, what about him?” We 
must accept the fact that God works differently 
in each of our lives. God’s plan for your life is 
unique to you. over 100 years ago, a Wesleyan 
methodist minister named G. D. Watson, 
addressed this issue in his classic article, Others 
May, You Cannot.  

“If God has called you to be really like Jesus, he 
will draw you into a life of crucifixion and 
humility, and put on you such demands of 
obedience that you will not be able to follow 
other people or measure yourself by other 
Christians, and in many ways he will seem to let 
other good people do things which he will not 
let you do. other Christians who seem very 
religious and useful may push themselves, pull 
wires and work schemes to carry out their 

plans, but you cannot do it; and 
if you attempt it, you will meet 
with such failure and rebuke 
from the Lord as to make you 
sorely penitent. others may 
boast of themselves, of their 
work, of their success, of their 
writings, but the Holy Spirit will 
not allow you to do any such 
thing, and if you begin it, he will 
make you despise yourself and 
all your good works.”

“others may be allowed to 
succeed at making money, or 
may have a legacy left to them, 
but it is likely that God will keep 
you poor, because he wants you 
to have something far greater 
than gold, namely, a helpless 
dependence on him, that he 
may have the privilege of 
supplying your needs day-by-
day out of an unseen treasury. 
The Lord may let others be 
honored and put forward and 
keep you hidden away in 
obscurity, because he wants you 
to produce some choice fragrant 
fruit for his coming glory which 
can only be produced in the 
shade. Settle it forever then. God 
is an infinitely sovereign being 
and has the right to do as he 
pleases with his own. He may 
not explain to you a thousand 
things that puzzle your reason in 
his dealings with you, but if you 
absolutely sell yourself to be his 
love slave, he will wrap you in a 
jealous love and bestow upon 
you many blessings that come 
only to those who are in the 
inner circle.” 2

God designed  

you to live the  

life He gave you.  

Your assignment  

is not someone else’s. 

Accept each day just  

as it comes to you. 

Instead of regretting 

or resenting the way 

things are, rejoice that 

a loving and sovereign 

God is with you right 

here, right now.  

Make Jesus your 

treasure and stay  

in your lane.

❝❞
The Last Word

Along with her husband and children,  

Ella Spees worked as a missionary in Africa  

for fifty-two years. She left her country, her family, and all  

that was familiar. Primitive doesn’t begin to describe her living 

conditions in the scorching heat and humidity of the African bush. 

But Ella found no relief because electricity, air conditioning, and 

other modern conveniences were only a dream. Some days were  

so unbearably hot that she had to bring the thermometer inside 

because it couldn’t register past 120 degrees without  

breaking. Her life was truly a series of hardships. 

How did she remain content? Ella knew that her value  

and significance were not based on circumstances. She trusted  

a sovereign God. She was called to someone, not something  

or somewhere. An old diary revealed her approach to life:  

n Never allow yourself to complain about  

anything — not even the weather.

n Never picture yourself in any other  

circumstances or someplace else.

n Never compare your lot with another’s.

n Never allow yourself to wish this  

or that had been otherwise.

n Never dwell on tomorrow — remember  

that tomorrow is God’s, not ours.3

Final Wrap
What idea from this lesson 

spoke most personally  

to you?

1. Matthew Barnett Interview, Winter 2005,  
Leadership Journal

2. G.D. Watson (1845-1924),  
Excerpts from Others May, You Cannot

3. Linda Dillow, Calm My Anxious Heart,  
1998, 2007, NAVPRESS
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